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What God is do ing through us is amaz ing. I would like to speak to you
this morn ing about the Holy Spirit. We have ex pec ta tions of what
and who God is and what the Holy Spirit can do in our lives no mat ter 

how many years you’ve walked with the Lord. We also have ex pec ta tions of our
broth ers and sis ters in God, of the church and church gov ern ment. That is ob -
serv able since over the years a lot of peo ple’s ex pec ta tions were not met. What -
ever they were, these peo ple had ex pec ta tions and they were n’t met so they went 
to a church some place else. I re mem ber read ing a com men tary once that said the 
rea son the church in the United States pros pers so well is because peo ple can go
any where they want if their ex pec ta tions are not met. How ever, in other coun -
tries, if you don’t like what’s go ing on, “Too bad.” But God is a God of won -
drous in ven tive ness in cre ation and cre ativ ity. And so, what He does in our
midst is to use “that which was thrown away,” the things no body else cared
about, even dead things (Ezekiel 37:1-4) come to life, be come the source of life
in the world. And so, the Holy Spirit is like that.

Shift ing gears a lit tle bit, when Je sus walked upon the earth He in tro -
duced the Holy Spirit in a dif fer ent way than was known be fore. The Holy Spirit 
was not un known to the proph ets of the Old Tes ta ment where peo ple were filled
with the Spirit. But there is some thing new that came into be ing with the com ing 
of Je sus. It is in ter est ing that with the idea as pre sented by our Lord, peo ple’s ex -
pec ta tions changed.

Let’s go back to the word ex pec ta tions, what you have in me and what
you have in your broth ers and sis ters in Christ. Let’s take an ex am ple: some one
is sick and they go the emer gency room and they are in the hos pi tal the next day.
Our ex pec ta tions could be that the pas tors or the el ders of the church will go
visit them and pray for them. Or those in the home-group should go and pray for
them and care for them. When that does n’t hap pen, peo ple get dis grun tled and
they could say, “Oh, this church does n’t love enough. The Holy Spirit is n’t mov -
ing in that way. I’m go ing to an other place.” Ex pec ta tions of what their broth ers 
and sis ters meant to them, weren’t met.

Well the scrip ture is clear that it is more blessed to give than to re ceive.
There fore if you are not giving, you are just as guilty as the one who con demns.
In fact one of the things we used to teach about home-groups from the very be -
gin ning was that we needed to not be ar ti fi cially re lated to the church. Just be -
cause we come here on Sunday and say we are a part of this church does n’t mean 
that we are in te grated in the way we should be, so that peo ple know us and care
about us. Car ing is not ar ti fi cial. It is real. So the ex pec ta tion of a real, car ing
per son can only hap pen when there is a re la tion ship of car ing that hap pens on a
day-to-day ba sis. For in stance, if some body co mes to visit you in the hos pi tal
and has never seen you be fore, they may care for you and em pa thize and feel
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your pain, iden tify with what you are go ing through, but they are not re -
lated to you in any way, shape or form. There is a dis con nect, an ar ti fi -
cial pro cess. I know as ev ery time I used to go to the Ben edic tine
Hos pi tal as a pa tient, the first one to meet me there would be one of the
nuns. They asked if they could pray for me and I said, “Ab so lutely.
Sure.” And they had prayers of com pas sion but what I was re ally look -
ing for were those peo ple, who were in te grated into my life, com ing to
me and show ing me how much they loved me and cared for me. That’s
the char ac ter is tic of the Holy Spirit that Je sus came to this earth to dem -
on strate and pres ent to us. If we try to take the place of the Holy Spirit,
as in di vid u als, you are go ing to find that you come up short.

“I can do it. I can care. I can pray.” Yeah, you can but there is a
power of the Holy Spirit and a car ing and a lov ing na ture of the Holy
Spirit that only He can ful fill. He can ful fill it in and through you. But it
is ul ti mately Him.

One God: Mono the ism

Well when Je sus came, the prob lem the Phar i sees and the Scribes 
were having we can find in this verse:

(Deu ter on omy 6:4-5) 4 “Hear, O Is rael: The Lord our God, the
Lord is one! 5 You shall love the Lord your God with all your
heart, with all your soul, and with all your strength.

Not three, not two, One God.

Along co mes Je sus in tro duc ing a re la tion ship of a lov ing and
car ing Fa ther. His tor i cally in some scripture God was of ten re ferred to
as God the Fa ther but not in the Old Tes ta ment. It was n’t un til Je sus ar -
rived that He over and over again em pha sized His re la tion ship with
God as Fa ther God! In fact He taught us how to pray that way, “Our
Fa ther Who is in heaven. . .” Paul says that the Spirit gives us such a
rev e la tion that we call Him “Abba, Daddy, Dear Dad.” This is a great
re la tion ship much dif fer ent from what was hap pen ing on Earth be fore
Je sus came in the flesh. In fact, the Phar i sees con front Je sus.

John 8:53 53Are You greater than our fa ther Abra ham, who is
dead? And the proph ets are dead. Who do You make Your self out 
to be?”

Boy, that’s a good ques tion, “Who do You make Your self out to
be!? What is Your ex pec ta tion, our ex pec ta tion of You?” What is go ing
to hap pen? Je sus an swered.
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54 “If I honor My self, My honor is noth ing. It is My Fa ther (again
re la tion ship) who hon ors Me, of whom you say that He is your
God. 55 Yet you have not known Him, (know ing is a very pow er -
ful word here, not just know ing about Him, but know ing Him)
but I know Him. And if I say, ‘I do not know Him,’ I shall be a liar
like you; but I do know Him and keep His word.56 Your fa ther
Abra ham re joiced to see My day, and he saw it and was glad.”

What? What did You just say? Your Fa ther Abra ham re joiced to
see My day?! There is an eter nity, time-warp go ing on here.

57Then the Jews said to Him, “You are not yet fifty years old, and
have You seen Abra ham?” 58 Je sus said to them, “Most as sur -
edly, I say to you, be fore Abra ham was, I AM.”

That word “I Am” is the very word and name of God, Yahweh, 
not just the Eng lish “I am.” Well in the Old Tes ta ment this goes right
back to the verse we just read in Deu ter on omy. If you don’t be lieve
there is One God, you are mis taken. Je sus is claim ing to be God! Right
out, flat, no dis guis ing it. He said, “I AM God. I AM. I’m the One who
said ‘I AM’ in the very be gin ning.” 

59 Then they took up stones to throw at Him (as was the Law to do
so); but Je sus hid Him self and went out of the tem ple, go ing
through the midst of them, and so passed by.

I love that. If Je sus is n’t fin ished with you, don’t worry about it,
He’ll come back. So Je sus says, and here it is, “I AM, I’m not only the
Son of God, I AM. I was there in the be gin ning. Abra ham re joiced when
he saw My day.” 

In tro duc ing the Holy Spirit
John:32 32And John bore wit ness, say ing, “I saw the Spirit de -
scend ing from heaven like a dove, and He re mained upon Him.

Wow, un be liev able. The Holy Spirit is now in tro duced into the
Trin ity and to the con cept of who God is. By the way, the word Trin ity is 
never found in the New Tes ta ment, but the “Fa ther, Son and Holy Spirit
are.” We can call it what ever we want. In fact there is still only One
God, Fa ther, Son and the Holy Spirit. So we can see this verse in
Deuteronomy6:4-5 is ful filled, only the Phar i sees did n’t have to eyes to
see it. This is in ter est ing, John the Bap tist was con sid ered THE best
prophet of the Old Tes ta ment. Je sus said that any one in the new King -
dom, the New Tes ta ment was of better stand ing than him. But John was
a prophet and here he is proph e sy ing.
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(John 1:32-34) 32 And John bore wit ness, say ing, “I saw the
Spirit de scend ing from heaven like a dove, and He re mained
upon Him. 33 I did not know Him, but He who sent me to bap tize
with wa ter said to me, ‘Upon whom you see the Spirit de scend -
ing, and re main ing on Him, this is He who bap tizes with the Holy 
Spirit.’ 34 And I have seen and tes ti fied that this is the Son of
God.”

What! He Who sent John to bap tize with wa ter (God the Fa ther
and the Holy Spirit had a re la tion ship with John.) “. . . said to me,
‘Upon whom you see the Spirit de scend ing . . .’ ” So this is re ally a
proph ecy John is get ting. “ ‘ . . . upon whom you see the Spirit de scend -
ing and re main ing on Him, this is the One who bap tizes with the Holy
Spirit.’ And I have seen and tes tify that this is the Son of God.” In other
words, John is proph e sy ing what he heard the Fa ther say, “When you
see some one you are bap tiz ing, the Holy Spirit is go ing to come down
upon Him and re main with Him, that’s the Son of God.” Is n’t that cool!

The Holy Spirit co mes down and Je sus gets touched by the Holy
Spirit and ev ery body walks away and goes to lunch?? No. Let’s take
this all the way to the cru ci fix ion. That Holy Spirit re mained upon Him
and still re mained upon Him as He was be ing cru ci fied to do the Fa -
ther’s will. The Spirit was still upon Him to show the re la tion ship Je sus
had with the Fa ther. Even when He looked to heaven and said, “Fa ther,
why have You for saken me?” The Holy Spirit did not de part from Him
as some may teach. Even if Je sus felt like the eyes of the Fa ther were
wan der ing away (as God could not look upon sin as Je sus be came sin),
the Holy Spirit still re mained on the Son of God. So Je sus could, at that
point upon the cross, draw upon the strength of the re la tion ship that He
had with the Fa ther through the Holy Spirit. I sure bet He did! Ab so -
lutely. When I’m in pain, I’m in the ER, I’m in the hos pi tal and you are
not com ing to visit me, I know there is still One who is go ing to be there. 
He was there at the Cross too. I don’t think He’d dis ap pear, “Well it’s
time for Me to leave now.” He did n’t go. He’ll never leave you.

Do we like that? Yes, that’s cool. Let that sink in. Wow. It oc -
curred to me that I re ally don’t know Him the way I re ally need to know
the Holy Spirit. Paul said that, “Oh, that I would know Him.” Je sus just
said, “I know the Fa ther. You don’t have a clue, but I know Him. If I said
that I did n’t know Him I would be a liar.”

Re ceiv ing the Holy Spirit

Here is an in ter est ing scrip ture. Many be lieve that this is the bap -
tism in the Spirit; it is not. Je sus turned to his dis ci ples.
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(John 20:21) 21 So Je sus said to them again, “Peace to you! As
the Fa ther has sent Me, I also send you.” 22 And when He had
said this, He breathed on them, and said to them, “Re ceive the
Holy Spirit. 23 If you for give the sins of any, they are for given
them; if you re tain the sins of any, they are re tained.”

The Holy Spirit is not just go ing to give them a breath of life, but
He is go ing to give them wis dom. It was the breath of the Spirit as Je sus
breathed upon them. We al most don’t have the right to send any one out
on a mis sion with out the Holy Spirit. I re mem ber there were some dis ci -
ples that thought they could proph esy and caste out de mons in Je sus’
name, and the de mons did n’t even know them. The demon said, “I
know Je sus. And I know Paul, but I don’t know you.” And he beat these
guys up! That’s not a good place to be.

Wait for the Power from on High

I know that was n’t the bap tism in the Holy Spirit since af ter Je sus 
was res ur rected, com ing out of the grave, He was talk ing with His dis ci -
ples.

(Luke 24:46-49) 46 Then He said to them, “Thus it is writ ten, and
thus it was nec es sary for the Christ to suf fer and to rise from the
dead the third day, 47 and that re pen tance and re mis sion of sins
should be preached in His name to all na tions, be gin ning at Je -
ru sa lem. 48 And you are wit nesses of these things. 49 Be hold, I
send the Prom ise of My Fa ther upon you; but tarry in the city of
Je ru sa lem un til you are en dued with power from on high.”

The Prom ise of the Fa ther is what? The Holy Spirit, but it is only
the Prom ise be fore the cru ci fix ion. “I send the Prom ise upon you.” He
breathed upon them. The Prom ise was there but now He says, “But wait 
in the city of Je ru sa lem un til you are en dued with the power from on
high.” The power of the Spirit needs to be re leased within you, then it is
no lon ger a Prom ise. It be comes a re al ity! The Holy Spirit is full of
power. I al ways thought about Him as a Teacher, Helper and the Power
and abil ity to over come. All those things are true, but here is a crit i cal
fo cus for many doc trines.

An other Helper, the Holy Spirit, the Teacher
(John 14:15-18) 15 “If you love Me, keep My com mand ments. 16

And I will pray the Fa ther, and He will give you an other Helper,
that He may abide with you for ever— 17 the Spirit of truth, whom
the world can not re ceive, be cause it nei ther sees Him nor knows
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Him; but you know Him, for He dwells with you and will be in
you. 18 I will not leave you or phans; I will come to you.”

So Who is the first Helper? Je sus. Some times the lan guage is too
ob vi ous. But this other Helper, that “He may abide with you for ever.”
He is never go ing to leave you. You will al ways have the Holy Spirit no
mat ter how dark the cav ern. No mat ter where you go. The Spirit of
Truth. That’s it. We know He is the Teacher so He’d better have the
Spirit of Truth.

“Whom the world can not re ceive.” Why? Be cause they do not
know Truth. Be cause they nei ther see Him nor know Him. “But you
know Him.” This word “know” co mes back into play. You now have a
re la tion ship with the Holy Spirit. Know ing is n’t just know ing about
Him; you know Him! He dwells with you and will be in you. After the
re lease of the Spirit in Acts chap ter 4, Je sus prom ises, “You know what? 
I am never go ing to leave you as or phans. I will come to you.” How
does Je sus come to us? In the Holy Spirit.

Je sus is pre sent ing a whole new. true way of look ing at God and
Who He is, the God re la tion ship with you, not just ex ter nally as your
coach, tell ing you what to do and what not to do. But, a God who you
know. So, no mat ter what Emer gency room you are in, or what hos pi tal
you find your self, or what au to mo bile ac ci dent you may un for tu nately
be in, He will al ways be there.

(John 14:25-26) 25 “These things I have spo ken to you while be -
ing pres ent with you.26 But the Helper, the Holy Spirit, whom the
Fa ther will send in My name, He will teach you all things, and
bring to your re mem brance all things that I said to you.”

You al most don’t have to pre pare for your teach ing. More im por -
tantly we pre pare to know the Holy Spirit as you are speak ing to peo ple
about God, whether it is one-on-one or one-to-a-hun dred-fifty.

(John 27-28) 27 “Peace I leave with you, My peace I give to you;
not as the world gives do I give to you. Let not your heart be trou -
bled, nei ther let it be afraid. 28 You have heard Me say to you, ‘I
am go ing away and com ing back to you.’ If you loved Me, you
would re joice be cause I said,‘I am go ing to the Fa ther,’ for My
Fa ther is greater than I.”

Re joice. Why? Be cause the Holy Spirit is with you! You’ve got
it. You are “in fected,” like leaven. Do you know what leaven is? It is a
yeast they put into bread. You’ve got it. They re joiced be cause He is go -
ing to send the Holy Spirit. Amen. Now let’s go back to the Old Tes ta -
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ment. This word Helper is also trans lated by oth ers as the Com forter,
Helper, Teacher. How can those all come to gether into one word?

Paraclete

That one word as used in this text is Paraclete, not Paracletes but
sin gu lar, Paraclete. Paraclete is a Greek word but it goes back to an other 
word in He brew the foun da tion of that word and it goes all the way back 
to Job. In ter est ingly, Job had a lot of prob lems. God had blessed him, al -
lowed Sa tan to come and test him. Job had ev ery pos si ble form of ca tas -
tro phe hap pen in his life, his fam ily, all of his wealth, his body and
fi nally, he’d had it.

He can not take any more. Who co mes to help him? His three
friends come just like we come to each other many times. “I know why
you are sick, brother. I know why you are hav ing this prob lem with your
fam ily. I know this is what you need to do. Here’s what the bi ble says to
do. So just straighten out! Fly right. Get back on track. Get in be tween
the lines. Do it right this time!” Et cet era. That is re ally what the sum ma -
tion of what Job’s three friends were do ing, giv ing him good ad vice but
did Job feel any com pas sion? Did he feel the car ing na ture of God in
heaven in them? So Job used the word paraclete.

(Job16:1) 1 Then Job an swered and said: 2 “I have heard many
such things; Mis er a ble com fort ers are you all!

Job’s ex pec ta tions were not met. And so, if you come and pray
with some one and he’s go ing through tri als, and you are coun sel ing
with them, and you think you can give them good ad vice . . . some mis -
er a ble coun selor you are. You need to hear from the Holy Spirit and care 
like the Holy Spirit cares, re lease the Holy Spirit within them so they
can see that He is a car ing and lov ing God! Now we are get ting down to
it.

(Romans 8:15) 15 For you did not re ceive the spirit of bond age
again to fear, but you re ceived the Spirit of adop tion by whom we 
cry out, “Abba, Fa ther.”

“Daddy. Dad, I need you.” The other day I was n’t feel ing up to
par. I asked the Holy Spirit to come and min is ter to me. That’s when He
spoke to me pro phet i cally say ing, “You know, Pe ter, you don’t get it.”
It’s three o’clock in the morn ing and I thought, “What am I sup posed to
get at 3 am?” He said, “You know, I am the Com forter and, by the way,
Pe ter, I am re ally good at what I do! I’m not just fair. I’m not just four
out of five. I’m not even score-able. I’m re ally good at what I do.”
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Sum mary: The Com forter
is Re ally Good at What He Does

So let’s pre tend. Cheryl, my wife, is not feel ing well and I go
over to her and put my arm around her and say, “Honey, I re ally feel
your pain and un der stand what you are go ing through.” She has stom -
ach cramps. I’m pray ing for her. There is only so much I can do. I
thought to my self, “That’s what You do, Lord, right? Com fort us.” The
Lord says, “Right. When I put My arm around you and say not to worry.
It is not go ing to be bad. It’s go ing to get better. Guess what? Those
aren’t just words, it is true!” The Holy Spirit said, “Don’t worry. It is
go ing to get better.” It will get better. So who can com fort Cheryl? Me
or the Holy Spirit! Who can com fort you? An other or the Holy Spirit?
You choose. Be cause when the Holy Spirit co mes He is the Spirit of
Truth and Rev e la tion of the whole thing that God has cre ated in you.
And, He will never desert you or leave you or for sake you. And so when 
He co mes, I’m not just en cour aged. He is not just com fort ing but he is
bring ing me into a new place to know who I am even a sick bed, in a
hos pi tal, even in the Emer gency room, even in a place where I’m fed up
with hav ing this cold or this sore throat, or what ever other things we are
go ing through.

So I turned to the Lord and said, “Amen. Go for it. Tell me how
much You love me.” See it is the re la tion ship of love that is foun da tional 
in our re la tion ship with the Holy Spirit, our re la tion ship with Je sus, our
re la tion ship with the Fa ther. It is NOT know ing Him ar ti fi cially but it is
an or ganic, fun da men tal love that is true and ab so lute. When that co mes 
we not only feel good, but there is a joy that co mes from within. No
mat ter how we feel in our bod ies, no mat ter how many prob lems we
have in our cir cum stances, we know that Je sus Christ is Lord in it! He is
stand ing with us and He will never leave us or for sake us. That’s why I
know, on the Cross, the Holy Spirit did n’t leave the Lord.

Ready? Je sus and the Holy Spirit are say ing to you, “I am re ally
good at what I do. Let Me do it. Open up and let Me do it. Let Me com -
fort you. Let Me be the friends that Job could never have.” It is in ter est -
ing this word Helper is Com forter, Teacher. It is also an Ad vo cate as in a 
law yer or law of fice, or when you are stand ing be fore the court, an Ad -
vo cate for you. In our cul ture if we see a law yer stand ing in a court of
law we tend to not trust them “at all costs”. Never mind to hold us up in
prayer and give us good ad vice. We al ways ask friends first. In the
world, peo ple trust their bar tend ers more than they trust any one else.
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I am go ing to end with Rev e la tions 3: 20, Je sus speak ing to the
church of Laodicea. Re mem ber them? Their prob lem was be ing luke -
warm. Could that sound like us? “Oh yeah, I need the Holy Spirit. I
need to be filled with the fire of God.”

Re ally? Do you say it like you mean it? Or with zeal and emo -
tion? “I need to be filled with the Holy Spirit and the Fire of God!”

(Romans 3:20) 20Be hold, I stand at the door and knock. If any one 
hears My voice and opens the door, I will come in to him and
dine with him, and he with Me.

He’s go ing to stand there and knock just as long as it takes for
you to an swer the door. You are go ing to have din ner with Je sus. If you
want to have break fast with Pres i dent Don ald Trump it might cost you
$50 on the internet if you get picked. But that’s not what this means.
When you dine or sup with some one in the New Tes ta ment cul ture, you
are par tak ing with them, life, the life of the Holy Spirit. You are to -
gether en joy ing one an other, to gether ex pe ri enc ing the fla vors of the
food and the won der ful com pany and fel low ship, free as so ci a tion of
ideas and the cre ativ ity of God. Some thing can hap pen be tween you
and Je sus. You will be luke warm no lon ger. “I don’t know if Je sus can
do this?” But Je sus says, “I’m re ally good at what I do. I’m amaz ing.
There is none better.” There is no apos tle, no pas tor, no home-group re -
la tion ship that’s better than the Holy Spirit. No mat ter how much I love
my wife, Cheryl, no mat ter how much I keep fall ing in love with her,
she can never take the place of the Holy Spirit in my life. She will never
be as good.

You see there is a “hole” in side us. He does n’t want us to fill this
place with some thing or some one else. He wants us to re lease what He
put within us, that we can show each other how won der ful it is to be
filled with the Spirit. It is n’t bor ing at all! Let’s talk about the clas si cal
un der stand ing of “be ing filled with the Spirit.” In Acts chap ter 4, they
tar ried and were wait ing in Je ru sa lem and the Spirit de scended upon
them and they were all “filled with the Spirit,” and be gan speak ing in
other tongues. That is re ally an event, not just a growth pro cess, but an
event, just like be ing wa ter-bap tized, in which they were filled with the
Spirit. And there was a man i fes ta tion of the Spirit within them; they
were speak ing with tongues. There are other man i fes ta tions Paul talks
about over and over again and he does that in 1 Co rin thi ans chap ter 12,
the nine gifts of the Spirit. In Galatians 5:22, all those gifts are for the
nine fruits of the Spirit. In Romans 13:4, he talks about the func tional
gifts of the Spirit. Later on in 1 Co rin thi ans 12:28, Paul talks about min -
is tries of the Spirit.
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So let’s take the gift of ad min is tra tion of the Spirit, for ex am ple.
It is im por tant to note, this func tion is in cor po rat ing the ba sic as pects of
a Spirit-led life into the func tion of ad min is tra tion. It is n’t the fact that
ad min is tra tion in it self is a gift but rather, how it is ad min is tered. You
can be re ally good at ad min is tra tion but you had better have a word of
wis dom and a word of knowl edge. You better have the heart of God.
You had better be able to know Him and when that hap pens, you can ad -
min is ter in church gov ern ment, be ing an apos tle, prophet etc. Do not try 
to func tion with out know ing Him, or else you will find your self fall ing
far short of the grace of God.

Apos tle Paul says.

(Co rin thi ans 14:5) 5 I wish you all spoke with tongues, . . .

Would n’t it be nice if we all came here this morn ing and ev ery -
one had a man i fes ta tion of the Holy Spirit! In fact we do, but with some
it is just harder to see than in oth ers. You have all these “gar ments” on
and you don’t want any body to see how much you love Je sus. Let me
warn you. That’s not a good thing to do. If the Holy Spirit is tug ging at
your heart to say some thing, to say a prayer, to give an ex hor ta tion, to
read a scrip ture, it does n’t have to be much. You can stand up and say,
“You know this week God showed me some thing that was deeper than I
ever thought it could be, that He just loved me for who I was.” I’ve
heard proph e sies such as that and they changed peo ple’s lives be cause it 
was the Holy Spirit.

When you don’t al low the Holy Spirit to work through and in
you, you are in dan ger of con tin u ally hard en ing your heart against the
pur poses and the will of God in your life, whether it is talk ing
one-on-one to some one or in church or in prayer. Pro phetic prayers, by
the way, are very, very pow er ful. I re mem ber in one home-group I at -
tended, a girl said she had never spo ken in tongues. But I said, “Yeah
well, when you pray I know where the prayer is com ing from and that’s
a pro phetic prayer. You pray the heart of God over and over and over
again. With out it we would all be miss ing a great gift in our midst.” So
peo ple may come and say, this church does n’t have the ex pec ta tions
that I want, and they leave. They don’t un der stand, it is the Holy Spirit
within them that needs to be awak ened! Their own luke warm ness in the
pro cess of be ing re lated to each other is the real prob lem. Je sus is go ing
to knock on your heart un til you give in. It may be just a gift of helps;
that’s a gift of the Spirit too. It is ac tu ally men tioned.

And so, what are we say ing? I’m try ing to awaken within you
some thing the Lord was try ing to awaken within me at three o’clock in
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the morn ing. He is n’t just the Holy Spirit whom I be lieve in. He is n’t
just the Holy Spirit that is part of the Trin ity. He is n’t just the Holy Spirit 
that I need and who re veals the truth and rev e la tion to me. He is the
Holy Spirit that is ab so lutely THE BEST Per son (and He is a Per son) 
who can min is ter to me what I need at any time, any mo ment. I know
that it is go ing to be in love. I know it is go ing to be a word of en cour -
age ment, not one of fear and dis may. I have seen the en emy come into
our midst. He co mes a lot of times as sick ness and dis ease. I’ve seen
him come. But we want to awake the Holy Spirit within us. What do
you think the Holy Spirit wants to do? How about the prayer of Faith!

Pray ing for one an other! You know even if it does n’t hap pen up
in front of the church. If you don’t have the where withal to come up
front and stand and wait, even if it hap pens there where you are sit ting,
be fore church or just af ter.

Peo ple can pray for one an other, in home-group, in times of
meet ing, when ever we meet. One of the things I’m no tic ing in our cul -
ture that’s chang ing and shift ing rad i cally, Facebook, Twit ter, etc.
These things are a cul ture too. Facebook has peo ple you touch ev ery
day. It is in ter est ing I’ve prayed for more peo ple on Facebook dur ing
this week than I’ve prayed for you guys. There’s some thing wrong with
that! Peo ple are ask ing for prayer more than you are. There’s some thing 
wrong with that. Facebook is kind of ar ti fi cial, is n’t it? You guys are
real. God put you in my life. Let’s make a point to pray for each other.
To proph esy to each other.

When Jessica was read ing the scrip ture to day (Ezekiel 37 the
val ley of dry bones) she was n’t just read ing; she was ac tu ally proph e sy -
ing. Could n’t we hear it! She was filled with the Holy Spirit and she
wanted to im part to us some thing that the Holy Spirit had put into her.
Just so, you have some thing too. Amen.

Let’s pray:  Lord, we pray for mercy that Your lov ing kind ness
would go forth to han dle this dark ness which we face on a
day-to-day ba sis, not that we have the an swers like Job’s friends. 
They did have an swers but it is n’t just an swers that we want. We
want Your heart. We want Your Holy Spirit to be im parted to and 
from us. That the Spirit would shine forth like a bright, shin ing
star, one that can not be put out, one that can not be put out nor
fade away. We pray for Your mercy and Your grace to be poured
out even more in this day and in this hour than ever be fore. We
come against sick ness and dis ease in our midst, kid neys stones,
breath ing prob lems, colds, high blood pres sure, low blood pres -
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sure, knee prob lems, back pain, hip pain, all these things that are 
plagu ing us. Oh Fa ther, we ask You, Lord God, to in ter vene. You 
are the Healer! You want to heal us, Lord God. Help us to learn
to pray for each other, again. Awaken these bones. In Je sus’
name. Hal le lu jah!!!
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